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Conquering your Giants
in Christ Jesus                

         1 Samuel 17
As far as anyone could see, David was nothing compared to Goliath. The giant mocked this young man who came to face him. He met David’s bravery with scorn, saying that he was just a boy. However, David proved that age ain’t nothing but a number when he took out the great Philistine warrior with just a sling and a stone!
David provides a profound example of…


Purposeful people don’t worry about what the world says; they know exactly who and what they are in the Lord!


Who’s Providing your Vision?

Just as Saul doubted David, there will be naysayers in your life who try to shackle you with limitations. The devil is working overtime to brainwash you with worldly ideas of who you are supposed to be or to plant the seeds of self-destructive doubt about your abilities.

· Is the media manipulating your mind?

        We are bombarded daily with derogatory, deceptive, and downright dirty images.

         The media is constantly force-feeding us the wrong ideas about our identity.

· Has your spirit been abused by abuse?

         Many have been psyched out by the abuse of others, whether physical, emotional, or   

         sexual, and have started to accept the sense of shame, guilt, and worthlessness that the  

         devil tries to burden them with.
· Are your “friends” dictating your identity?

There will be no shortage of people in your life trying to shape you in their image and trying to get you to go along with their ungodly lifestyles.

· …or are you listening to the Lord when it comes to WHO and WHOSE you are?

Regardless of how others diminish or degrade you, the Lord sees something  SPECIAL! The price paid proves how precious the product is to the purchaser. God spent the blood of His only begotten Son to buy you out of bondage (I Peter 1:18-19), and you need to live worthy of so great a sacrifice! 
Children of the King: Embracing your Royal Heritage

                                                                                                   John 1:12, Romans 8:14-16

· Called OUT: In it, but not of it!   John 17:13-16
· Called IN: Fellowship with the Father!   II Corinthians 5:17-19
· Called UP: Headed for Heaven!   Hebrews 3:1-6, I Thessalonians 4:16-17
 Getting your Future in Focus

Purposeful youth don’t get fixated on the “here–and-now.” There may be challenges that intimidate you, temptations that entice you, and obstacles that impede you, but you have to focus on where you want to be in the “then-and-there.” Purposeful youth believe in God’s plan for their lives, and they don’t let anything or anyone turn them aside.
· Looking past the present to the POSSIBLE.    Matthew 19:26
· Is today’s pleasure worth tomorrow’s pain?    Galatians 6:7-8
Sowing the Seeds of Success

· Devotion   Matthew 6:33, Proverbs 3:5-6
David showed us that victory begins with    

unwavering reliance upon the Lord and a  

            commitment to doing His will regardless 
            of the cost or consequences.

· Discipline   I Corinthians 9:24-27
        Purposeful youth exercise self-control, keeping their carnal urges in check so that God 
        can work His will. It is not always easy but sacrifice is one of the keys to success.

· Diligence   Ecclesiastes 9:10, Galatians 6:9
         The committed life of faith that the Lord rewards involves HARD WORK; it takes a 
         steadfast spirit of perseverance. Purposeful youth are not lazy, listless, or lethargic!
Moving Faithfully & Fearlessly Forward!

David’s courage should convict us all. This shepherd boy squared off against a 9-foot-tall fighting machine and didn’t flinch or falter! In fact, he charged headlong into the fight, moving forward to face his enemy without fear. Purposeful youth move forward through life, not looking back at what used to be. They have the attitude of the apostle Paul: “I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14)
· Putting the past behind you…   Colossians 2:13, I John 1:5 - 2:2
         Getting over your guilt, forgetting about your failures, and making the most of your 

         mistakes.

· …pressing toward the prize…   I Timothy 4:7-8, I Peter:5-8
Expending the energy to get to your goals

· …and answering the high calling of God!

                                                   Galatians 5:16-26, Ephesians 4:17 – 5:18

      Leaving low-living behind and striving for spiritual excellence

David provides a profound example of…


Powerful people embrace the grace that God gives, and they go forth in His might to topple strongholds (II Corinthians 10:4-6), lay hold on victory (I John 5:4), and knock off the giants in theirs lives!

The Attacks of the Adversary

           You and I are under attack; this is WAR! The devil doesn’t like us, and he is not playing games. His objective is to destroy us in any way that he can and to ultimately keep us out of God’s eternal fellowship and favor. I Peter 5:8 characterizes our enemy as a roaring lion looking for someone to devour, and I John 2:16 warns us about the avenues of his attack:
· the Lust of the Flesh

· the Lust of the Eyes

· the Pride of Life

The Giants in your Life: they’re BIG, they’re BAD, and they’re BLOCKING you from your BLESSINGS!
         When he got to the battle lines, David discovered that there were abundant blessings to be had: great wealth, the hand of the king’s daughter in marriage, and tax-exemption for the family (I Samuel 17:25). But there was one condition: the man who would get the blessings had to kill the giant! Even today, we all have some “giants” in our lives. These things test us and challenge us, just as Goliath defied Israel (v. 10). These giants stand between us and the abundant life of peace, joy, and prosperity that God has in store (John 10:10)
· the Giant of sexual temptation
         Satan challenges us to indulge our lusts outside of the God-ordained boundaries of   

         marriage.

· the Giants of alcohol and drugs
          Satan challenges us to let loose and lower our inhibitions through the stimulation of    

          substance abuse.

· the Giant of Pride
          Satan challenges us to exalt ourselves, take what we want, and overlook the rights 
          and the needs of others.

· the Giants of peer pressure and conformity
                Satan challenges us to lower our standards of dress, speech, and conduct so that we 
                can gain the acceptance that our human natures crave.

· the Giant of materialism
          Satan challenges us to greedily gather money and material things at all costs, storing 
          up treasures on earth rather than in heaven.

· the Giants or anger and conflict
          Satan challenges us to unleash our negative emotions in negative ways and to lash 
          out with verbal and physical violence when contention arises.

…and as long as we allow these things to have power over us, they will block our blessings and keeps us from the good things that God has for us to enjoy.

For every giant that stands up against you, God gives a stone to knock it down!


David tried on Saul’s cloak and armor; however, they did not fit, and they would not function for the fight. David was a shepherd, not a soldier, so he went with what he knew and put his trust in the power of God to prevail.

        The devil pays special attention to you as a young person, tempting and testing you at every turn. That is why it is important to know the power you possess and to USE THE POWER every day.


5 Giant-killing stones:
· the “stone” of POWERFUL PRECEPTS
              God’s word, the most powerful weapon we have,  

      contains the people and commandments that will empower  

      us to live victorious lives of righteousness. It keeps us from  

      the destructive path of wickedness and equips us with the 

      knowledge, understanding, and wisdom we need for any 
      and all of life’s situations.

· The Power to Purify your Path!     Psalms 119:9-11
· The Living, Life-giving Word!      Psalms 119:93
· More Wisdom than the Wise!      Psalms 119:98-100
· the “stone” of POWERFUL PRESENCE
                David realized that he had everything he needed because God was with him! 
      The Lord has promised never to leave nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5), and He who 
      promised is faithful (Hebrews 10:23). Not only is He with us Himself, but He provides  

      the powerful presence of a spiritual family – the church – to help us along the way and 
      bear our burdens.

· The “HE” in Me!       I John 4:4, Philippians 4:13
· If God Be for Us!       Romans 8:31
· Pushing One Another onto the Day of the Lord!      Heb. 10:24-25, Gal. 6:1-2
· the “stone” of POWERFUL PROTECTION
               Although the physical armor that David got from Saul didn’t fit, he knew that 
      God had already equipped him for the fight. We have weapons that are not of this 
      world – the spiritual armor of God – to protect us from the fiery darts of the devil.

· Armed against Harm!      Isaiah 54:17
· The Weapons that Win!      II Corinthians 10:4
· Dressed for Success!       Ephesians 6:10-17
· the “stone” of POWERFUL PRAYER
               We must never neglect the privilege of talking to God. Even at a young age, 
      Christians should cultivate powerful prayer lives that will keep them connected to God 
      and focused on doing His will. We have a caring Father (I Peter 5:7), a compassionate 
      High Priest (Hebrews 4:15), and a Spirit who makes intercession for us (Romans 8:26).
· Let us Come Boldly!       Hebrews 4:16
· Praying ALWAYS with ALL Prayer!       Ephesians 6:18
· Christian Youth Asking, Seeking, & Knocking!      Matthew 7:7-11, 
                                                                                                     II Chronicles 34:1-3
· the “stone” of POWERFUL PROVISION
                     Long ago, Abraham named the place where God gave the ram in the bush to 
           spare his son Isaac, calling it “the Lord will provide.” The Lord knows exactly what we 
           need, and He knows what we want: sexual gratification, material things, a sense of 
           belonging, etc. if we patiently submit to His will, He’ll give us all good things all in 
           good time.

· Waiting on the Lord for Blessings without Burdens!      James 1:17
· A Savior who Supplies!       Ephesians 1:3-8
· Everything You Need…He’s Got It!       II Peter 1:3
The Battle Belongs to the Lord

          David’s defiance of the odds that were stacked against him is impressive and inspiring! He had complete faith that, by facing down his foes in the name of the Lord, there would be no force on earth capable of withstanding him. As a Christian youth, understanding that you are God’s child and that victory is your inheritance. Claim it and walk 
in it day by day, ordering your steps in His word and standing firm in the power of His might!

· Overcoming the Odds!  II Corinthians 4:8-10
· Silencing your Skeptics!       Titus 2:6-8
· Are You Coping or CONQUERING?       Romans 8:35-39
Purposeful Youth





“Thou Art but a Youth”








Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; 


you are only a boy…”


I Samuel 17:33





“The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”


I Samuel 17:37











As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him.


I Samuel 17:48





Powerful Youth





“Come here,” [Goliath] said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!”


I Samuel 17:44





Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand approached the Philistine


I Samuel 17:40





“All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands


I Samuel 17:47








